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The new Crofts Morava Pavilion was built for outdoor classes, meetings, and viewing various outdoor athletics.               

By Janezia Ketchel
Alumni 

  This summer, Carroll University has seen a lot of new 
renovations and additions to its campus, including the 
pavilion behind the Math House on Barstow Street, the 
sculpture on Main Lawn, and the continuing construc-
tion of the new science building.
  The new pavilion above Carroll’s outdoor athletic 
venues has been under construction on Barstow Street 
throughout the summer. The 700-square-foot facility 
will be utilized for outdoor classes, meetings and various 
events, and an interesting way to view Carroll’s numer-
ous athletic events. The faculty parking lot that was in the 
same area as the pavilion will remain there; however, a 
walkway from the staircase that leads to the softball field 
will be installed. “This will complete the full east-west 
walkway through campus,” said a Carroll Staff member. 
The official name of the pavilion is the Crofts Morava 
Pavilion, a name it gained from Alice Crofts Morava, ’52, 
whose donation funded the project.
  Moving away from the pavilion towards Main Lawn, 
the sculpture that currently rests just behind the Carroll 
University sign was designed by Kasia Ozga, an artist 
from Warsaw, Poland, and her vision was realized with 
the help of Carroll University faculty, staff, students, 
alumni, and community members. The sculpture, titled 
Spring Loaded, “draws on Waukesha’s local history and 
material culture from the late 19th century Great Spring 
Era,” said Ozga. “These structures were built to serve vis-
itors to the town, as it underwent a boom in tourism 
from people claiming miraculous cures to kidney diseas-
es, constipation and other illnesses. Many were remod-
eled and repainted over time, as each Spring House and 
later, bottling plants, sought to attract a new clientele. 

Rather than being preserved or reconstituted for future 
generations, almost all of the actual gazebo-like follies 
disappeared as the boom turned to bust by the early 20th 
century.”
  The bust was due to the cultural and constructional  
build-up of the town. Automobiles became more com-
mon and the use of trains for travel dropped significantly, 
which was the Springs’ main source of advertising. “On 
top of that, federal guidelines limited the Springs’ ability 
to advertise their supposed ‘curative properties’ due to a 
lack of scientific evidence,” said Ozga.
  As Waukesha grew, water wells were dug deeper, which 
in turn contaminated the local drinking water with high 
levels of radium.  Bacteria contaminated certain springs 
due to outhouses and storm water drains from local 
farms and businesses. “Commercial and residential de-
velopment, including paved surfaces and the pumping of 
water from local quarries, blocked infiltration of rainwa-
ter into the soil,” said Ozga. 
 “This ironic situation exemplifies the tragedy of the 
commons; rather than accessing limited water resourc-
es in a sustainable manner, users assumed that the local 
springs would last forever. These issues are particularly 
relevant in light of ongoing debates regarding water use 
in the Western United States and the boom and bust cy-
cles of natural resource use more generally, within energy 
production,” said Ozga.
  Spring Loaded was created to remind the community 
of its Great Springs Era and is a symbol of our ongo-
ing struggle with how to sustain our limited resources. 
“The sculpture prompts viewers to ask questions about 
the origin of the fanciful and whimsical forms presented 
and about water use and conservation, past and present,” 
said Ozga. The sculpture, which will remain on Main 
Lawn until February if the weather permits, is made out 

of plywood, cedar barn wood, and pine and is held to-
gether with screws and construction adhesive. 19 feet 
wide, 17 feet across and 11 feet high, the sculpture was 
sponsored by the Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s Mary 
L. Nohl Fund. To find more information on Kasia Ozga 
and Spring Loaded, visit http://kasiaozga.com/portfolio/
spring-loaded/.
  While the sculpture is an impressive showcase of 
Waukesha’s cultural history, Carroll has far larger works 
currently in progress. Last year, talk about a new science 
building that would replace Maxon Hall became a reality 
as construction workers began tearing down the creak-
ing structure. While the demolition and reconstruction 
process has a long way to go, students may not know 
that the project has been underway since August of 2013, 
when the new science building project was approved by 
the Carroll University Board of Trustees. By 2014, an 
architect was selected to design the new building. The 
process of receiving the state’s approval and gathering all 
the necessary permits took until the end of 2014 (and the 
beginning of 2015). Finally, from Jan. 30 through Feb-
ruary, Maxon Hall was demolished. “74% or 3,333,360 
pounds of the debris from demolition were recycled,” 
according to Carroll University’s weekly reports on the 
project. By March of 2015, construction for the new 
building began.
  As a part of Campaign Carroll: The Common Thread, 
the project will be the first building built solely on do-
nations: $24 million in total. The new building will pro-
vide benefits for all of Carroll’s students, especially those 
who major in the sciences, which consist of close to two-
thirds of Carroll’s student population. k on the east side 
will be closed through Nov. 1, 2015. The goal is for the 
new building to be complete is June 2016 and ready for 
students by the fall.
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By Sarah Stock
Op/Ed Editor

  Dear Class of 2019, welcome to college. You have made 
it to the next adventure in that enigmatic “rest of your 
life” phase that every high school graduation speech 
seems required to reference at least once - now what? 
1: Be social. 
  Being constantly surrounded by a swarm of strangers 
can feel a little overwhelming. You may be more than 
slightly tempted to hide in your room, binge-watch Net-
flix and eat Doritos. As much as I hate to discourage you, 
I promise that as successful as that strategy sounds, one 
day you will run out of chips and you will want a friend. 
The beauty of college is that you escape the trap of the 
everyone-knows-everyone environment. Most freshman 
come here knowing almost no one, and everyone could 
use another friendly face. Leave your door open when 
you are in your dorm, talk to your roommate, smile at 
random students - the results may just surprise you.
2: Get involved.
  Another great way to spread your wings and transform 
into a social butterfly is to join a student organization. 
With everything from fraternities, to the student news-
paper - no shameless promoting here, - to Harry Pot-
ter Club, there is bound to be something to peak your 
interests. Find something that sounds appealing and try 
attending a few meetings. They are a great way to meet 
people with similar interests and any extracurricular in-
volvement or leadership role helps to strengthen job and 
internship resumes. 
3: Go to events.
  During the first six weeks of school, Carroll essentially 
bribes freshman to attend their CU@Nite events. There 
is a good reason for this; they are yet another fantastic 
way to make strangers seem less strange. If that is not a 
strong enough selling point, a lot of the events are really 
fun - my personal favorite from last year was the school’s 
headphone disco. If the promise of friends and fun still is 
not enough to win you over, keep in mind that almost all 
of these events will provide free refreshments. This may 
not seem like a big deal, but think of it this way: there 
are only two scenarios here: a) you are a commuter - like 
myself - who does not have a meal plan or b) you have a 
meal plan and you would prefer not to run out of meal 
swipes two weeks before the semester ends. Either way, 
if there is food at an event and that food is free, it is 
absolutely in your best interest to attend and subtly eat 
your fill while also trying not to look like a pig. Trust me, 
college changes you. 
4: Try new things.
  I know I already told you to find an org that fits your 

interests, but now I am going to tell you to do the exact 
opposite. Join something you never would have joined in 
high school, maybe because your roommate is involved 
in it, or maybe because you think their org t-shirts look 
really appealing and green is definitely your color. Go 
on a hunt for Carroll’s albino squirrel - it exists, I saw 
it. Even just walk through an area of downtown Wauke-
sha that you have never seen before- just not the sketchy 
part. The only way to know if you like something is to try 
it. Use all the time you will be spending not locked inside 
a dingy high school building to your advantage. 
5: Do not procrastinate.
  I am a serial procrastinator. I wake up with just enough 
time to eat and get dressed before leaving my house. I 
write all of my newspaper articles the night before they 
go to editing. Last year I wrote a four page paper in the 
hour before my class. Please, for the love of Gert, do not 
be me. I know I just mentioned all the free time you are 
going to have, but it is really important to understand 
the difference between free time and time you are not 
technically in class but should still be using for class pur-
poses. Homework still exists in college and it is still really 
important to get it done on time. Skipping one class to 
finish the essay for another is a vicious cycle that only 
ends in stress and sadness. Trust me on that one. 
6: Be realistic. 
  Does anyone remember the ending to the movie Mean 
Girls where suddenly everyone is super nice and mature 
and everyone magically gets along? I know I do. The 
problem is, that is a movie. In movies, magical transfor-
mations are completely feasible. In real life, three months 
is not enough time for an entire incoming class to mature 
simultaneously. It is important that you realize not every-
one grows up at the same pace. It will happen eventually; 
I promise that someday there will be a class full of uto-
pian first year students on this campus. However, until 
then, keep in mind that drama will still happen; the only 
thing you can control is how you deal with it. Take the 
high road, freshmen.
7: Ask for help.
  There are no stupid questions, so please, if you have 
questions, ask away. It is literally your Orientation Men-
tor’s job to provide you with all the answers your little 
heart desires. Resident Assistants are the same way. If you 
do not know where a building is, ask. If you want to 
know where to find a book in the library, ask. If you need 
to know where the nearest restroom is, please, please ask. 
I am positive at that point anyone and everyone on cam-
pus would be more than happy to help. As far as academ-
ics go, professors love questions because it shows that you 
are actually making an effort in their class. If you want 
help from peers, there is always the tutoring or SI avail-

able in the Learning Commons. It is much better to ask 
a question you might fear is stupid than to get points off 
on your final exam.
8: Keep your lanyard in your pocket.
  This is one of the most idiotic suggestions I have ever 
heard of, but it was given to me during orientation week 
by my orientation mentor, so I will pass it down to you. 
Apparently, on this campus, convenience is “uncool” and 
most people keep their lanyards in their pockets or their 
backpacks. After the first few weeks, when freshman are 
undermined by upperclassman, you are more likely to 
see the albino squirrel prancing through Main than a stu-
dent with a lanyard around their neck. My challenge to 
you all is to be the class that makes lanyards trendy again. 
I have faith in you, do not disappoint me.
9: Skip the tray.
  As if the lanyard thing was not bad enough, another big 
taboo is using a tray in the MDR. Again, this makes ab-
solutely no sense. You are in a buffet-style environment, 
therefore you are going to eat as much food as physically 
possible. There is absolutely nothing cool about making 
three trips to the line and back to assemble the perfect-
ly balanced meal of chocolate milk, pizza, cookies, ice 
cream, and a small salad. The only possible theory I have 
come up with is this practice stems from a primal mating 
display. The members of the opposite sex that can juggle 
the most plates without spilling their fries would obvi-
ously make the best potential mates in this scenario. At 
any rate, I know the lanyard idea was a bit of a stretch, 
but it really would be in your best interest to protest the 
shunning of the trays. You may just get bonus points for 
trying something new. 
10: Understand that everything will be okay.
  On a more serious note, the transition you are currently 
making holds the chance for a fresh start. As amazing of 
an opportunity as that is, it can be terrifying. For most 
of you living in dorms, this will be your first time leaving 
home. Commuters, you may still sleep in your childhood 
bedroom every night but each day you will be blessed 
and cursed with a level of independence that makes high 
school seem like the daycare it was. You have a right to 
be nervous and anxious and scared. If there is one big 
takeaway that I got from my freshman year, it would be 
that everything works itself out in the end. You make 
new friends, you find new things you love doing, you 
grow and change as a person, you have a great time, and 
you learn. You do everything you can to make your ex-
perience the best it can be and then you take a break and 
enjoy the ride. Take a breath, freshmen; only four years 
to go.
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Op/Ed  September 4, 2015

By Khorye Huffman
Staff Reporter

  At Carroll University no one wants to be “that per-
son” - that is, being that one individual who disrupts 
class with their insistent snoring, making it harder for 
other students to focus on the information needed to 
pass the next exam. “That person” also loses respect from 
their instructor by breaking the social norm of looking 
super interested in class material. “That person” sleeps 
in class. Being a senior, I participated in my fair share of 
boring lectures, long reviews, 3 hour classes, etc. I have 
even been “that person” on multiple occasions. In effect, 
to avoid sleeping in class, I trained myself to stay awake 
through the hardship of droning professors and the long 
winters of boredom. To get through this, one has to keep 
the mind active and the blood circulation flowing.
Tip 1: A Good Night’s Rest
  It is absolutely necessary to have a good night’s rest 
before one’s classes. A good night’s rest for adults con-
sists of the recommended amount of sleep - anywhere 
between 7-9 hours a night. It may be possible to operate 
on less, but less sleep will increase the chances of taking a 
visit to Slumber-land under any circumstances, especially 
class lectures. By getting the optimal amount of rest, it is 
possible to have much more energy aimed towards dai-
ly events -  making the brain far less inclined to snooze 
through lecture. Siestas and naps are also a way to get a 
bit of rest before lecture. It feels good to be well rested 
versus being exhausted from the previous day’s tasks.
Tip 2: Eat Healthy for Energy
  Eating healthy foods gives you energy in a similar fash-
ion as to how Popeye the sailor-man beats up bad guys 
after he eats spinach. It’s not to say that one will gain su-
per strength to remove obstacles; rather, it’s possible to be 
able to pay the minimal amount of attention needed to 
get through the lesson period. Eating food like spinach, 
rice, and various fruits are especially helpful.
Tip 3: Exercise Before Class
  Exercising is a great way of gaining energy, while being 
an awesome lifestyle choice for staying healthy. Move-
ment in relation to good circulation makes the body 
more alert and open to information. If possible, before 
an 8am class it may be helpful to work out for at least 30 
minutes in order to wake up the body and mind. Once 
done, it’s awesome to go to class fully charged in contrast 
to rolling out of bed just before lecture.
Tip 4: Take VERY Detailed Notes
  By taking super detailed notes one can force their brain 

to stay awake. It helps to trick the mind into thinking 
that all the mundane details will be on the next exam, 
along with all the professor’s corny jokes and useless ex-
amples. Taking this approach also means that organiza-
tion is imperative so as not to get useless information 
and key concepts mixed up. By paying genuine attention 
and discerning between useful and useless information, 
it is likely assured that you can get the right information 
without meeting the sandman.
Tip 5: Take a swig of ice water every time the instruc-
tor uses a key vocabulary word
  Ice water especially helps students stay alert while sitting 
down. The difference in temperatures, or lack thereof in 
the case of classes in Main Hall, serves as a way to shake 
the brain out of the mundane. By drinking every time 
the instructor uses a keyword the brain receives a visit 
from Elsa the snow witch and is jolted into focus on the 
class material while staying receptive to information.
Tip 6: Move – Stand up, Stretch, Tap your feet, Clap 
your hands, Make a beat
  Circulation is great to stay awake and alert! Like work-
ing out, keeping blood circulating through the body can 
force it to stay awake. You may want to warn your in-
structor beforehand if you will be standing up in their 
class. Please relocate yourself to the back of the class so as 
not to disturb the other students.
Tip 7: Doodle
  Doodling is a great way to exercise creativity while be-
ing able to listen to the professor drone out information. 
Doodle your instructor. Doodle your fellow classmates. 
Make a detailed illustration of an emergency escape 
from your classroom or draw something relevant to your 
course materials. By all means keep your mind active and 
your body awake!
Tip 8: Choose a candidate for the upcoming election
  Stay energetic and your mind active with all the plat-
forms the US 2016 Presidential candidacy has to offer. 
There are 19 Republican candidates and 5 Democratic 
candidates. Choose your favorite from each house and 
find a way to fit their platform into your daily lecture.  
Tip 9: Count how many times the professor blinks
  In the words of Shia LaBeof, “Do it! Just Do it!” By 
taking count of the amount your professor blinks in a 
minute you can avoid embarrassing yourself by sleeping 
in class. Stay awake!
Tip 10: Add Wings to Your Beans: Red-bull + Coffee, 
or Have a Cup of Tea
  It is a known fact that the caffeine in coffee can help 
keep one awake. Red-bull, a popular energy drink, also 

has a good track record with giving people the energy 
they need to accomplish deeds, save the poor, etc. So, 
it would make sense that if one adds these two togeth-
er then anything can be possible. Why aims for staying 
awake when you can solve world hunger, finish your se-
mester’s homework, and pay the most attention out of all 
your classmates, all with the energy found from drink-
ing coffee with Red-bull. If there aren’t any alternatives 
measures, then adding wings to your beans is the way to 
go. However, one should be careful of the jitters and ask 
their physician first before consumption. Please adhere 
to the warning labels on the bottles and cans. If healthy 
is the preferred way to go, try some Green tea or Black 
tea to stay awake.
Tip 11: THE FLOOR IS LAVA
  All one needs to do is look back on their younger days 
and remember all their childhood games for inspiration 
to avoid sleep under pressing circumstances. Keep your 
legs in an upright position as not to touch the floor. Tally 
up all of your classroom lava casualties while you take 
amazing notes. This way of having fun can be engaging 
and stimulating. 
Tip 12: Facebook on the DL (Down Low)
  Certainly it is not recommended to be surfing the web 
and social media while in class, but desperate times call 
for desperate measures. Keeping up with current events is 
a great way of seeming more or less attentive in a seminar 
while not paying any attention at all. Those who have a 
class of 15 people or less may want to be wary of using 
social media in lecture as a means to stay awake. Fewer 
amounts of people in class is an easy way for professors to 
find and single out unsuspecting students happily surfing 
their Tumblr accounts.
Tip 13: Read ahead
  Reading ahead has many benefits other than knowing 
the course material before it is taught in the next lecture. 
Knowing the upcoming course material makes it easier 
to follow along with the lecture. While listening in for 
tips or errors, one can also learn aspects of the curricu-
lum that they previously overlooked. The possibilities of 
finding useful examples are endless by reading ahead of 
the instructor.
  Staying conscious during lectures isn’t hard after getting 
into the swing of things. By doing so, it is possible to 
get a better grade and lessen the possibility of losing the 
respect of your instructor who frowns upon chronic class 
sleepers. If these tips don’t help, it’s best to be creative 
and be attentive to one’s own lecture sleeping habits. 
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The Skill of Staying Awake in Class
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Rather than sleeping in class, remeber to take care of yourself by finding time to nap during your down time when you did no t get enough rest 
the night before. 
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By Sondra Erwin
Centerspread Editor

  A common perception of college students is that they 
are always short on money. While that is true, college 
students are also short on another thing: time. With all 
the comings and goings of a college campus, it is easy for 
students to be overcommitted when it comes to classes, 
work and extracurricular activities.
   As a college student, you will have less structure and no 
one to stand over your shoulder to make sure your work 
gets done. Many people will want your precious time 
and there are increased studying and learning demands.
   Here are a few things to keep in mind in order to man-
age the time that you have so that you do not become 
bogged down.
1. Create a system
  The most important thing to have for time management 
is some kind of system. Some students use the calendars 
on their phones; other use things like Google Calendar, 
others use a paper calendar. And some use a combina-
tion of systems. If you find that what you are using is 
not working, do not give up. Just change systems and 
try again.
2. Manage your academic time
  It’s vital that you remind yourself why you are in college 
in the first place: to graduate. Therefore, academic work 
always has to come first when prioritizing your time.
  Look at your schedule for the upcoming week, and 
figure out your academic commitments. What time are 
your classes? How much homework do you have to do? 
What major assignments are due? Any tests or quizzes?

3. Space class work out
  Do not procrastinate! It can be easy to leave that long 
paper to the last week before it is due. Space work out 
so you can manage your workload in a steady flow. Also, 
plan a few weeks in advance so you are not surprised by 
a heavy workload. You are guaranteed to have multiple 
exams and papers due in the same week. 
4. Manage your personal time
  Your brain needs a break! Allow yourself time to do 
something fun, whether that be attending a meeting for 
an organization, going to a campus event or just hanging 
out with friends for an hour.
  When looking at your calendar, write in your personal 
commitments and make sure to leave some time for just 
hanging out. Putting in stop and start times can help too. 
For example, you know that you need to start studying at 
9pm for a test, but you will have some time earlier in the 
night to have fun with friends or go to a campus event. 
Saying no or letting your friends know you have to study 
can be one of the best things you learn to do while in 
college. Otherwise the hour you planned for dinner with 
friends can turn into a four hour rant session, and you 
will wonder where the time went.
5. Allow for flexibility and expect the unexpected
  You have a paper due in two days, a meeting with a pro-
fessor, and suddenly you remember that it’s your room-
mate’s birthday! How will all this get done?
  Things will always come up and seem to wreck your 
perfectly planned schedule. You will get sick, your com-
puter will break down, etc. Leaving time around events 
and studying will give you the room you need to change 
your schedule without stressing when things come up.

6. Keep your health in mind
  When your schedule is packed, sleep is the first thing 
to go. A lack of sleep is more detrimental than you may 
think. Working at a fast pace while being sleep deprived 
will catch up to you sooner or later. Take time during the 
beginning of every week to plan out your homework, 
your social time and your sleep.
7. Where to go if you need time-management help
  Carroll offers many resources to help with time man-
agement! The first place to go is the Academic Advising 
Center located on Wright Street by the campus center. 
Students who are a part of the P.A.A.L program can 
be found there. These students provide peer support 
through the first few weeks of semester, and even the 
entire year. All first year students are assigned a P.A.A.L 
mentor, so schedule an appointment with them if need-
ed. The Academic Advising Center also takes walk-ins 
any time during their normal hours.
  The Learning Commons (LC), located in the lower level 
of the library, is another great resource. Math, writing 
and other subject tutors are available for extra studying 
help and can help you create new ways to study.
   Time management is not a skill you pick up right away. 
It takes time to master it. Be patient in the first few weeks 
of classes to manage your college academic schedule, 
what you can and cannot handle in terms of co curric-
ular activities and the time you need for your body to 
function well in a college environment. 
  If this is all too much to remember, there is an acronym 
for time management. TIMED. It can help you stay on 
track and productive, so you can do that thing you really 
wanted to do. (Like writing that biology paper).

Time Management is the New Black

Infograph by Sarah Butcher
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Top Ten Summer Blockbusters

By Alexis Kaenel
Staff Reporter

  This summer seems like it’s been one blockbuster after 
another. Breaking both monetary and critical acclaim re-
cords, the films this year have gone above and beyond the 
usual standard. These movies crushed it at the box office 
earning them a place on our list of the top ten movies of 
the summer:
  Sneaking in at #10 is Spy starring Melissa McCarthy: an 
action comedy directed by Paul Feige. The film opened 
with $29 million and grossing $110 million at the Box 
Office. There were strong performances by Melissa Mc-
Carthy, Jason Statham, and Jude Law. The premise is 
simple: CIA analyst Susan Cooper (McCarthy) has to 
step up and take down a criminal organization that has 
compromised her fellow agents. Not an extremely orig-
inal plot, but McCarthy and director Feige manage to 
make it both interesting and witty. We see McCarthy try 
out the action genre, and she holds her ground against 
veteran actors like Statham. Overall Spy is a fun film 
with solid acting, landing it at #10 on our list.
  Sitting at #9 is Trainwreck starring Amy Schumer (Amy) 
and Bill Hader (Aaron Conners). The film opened with 
$30 million and has currently made $102.6 million (do-
mestically) after only a few weeks in theatres. While it’s 
true that Rom-Coms have been done every which way 
from Pretty woman to Bridesmaids, but Amy Schumer 
turns the genre on its head and gives us something we 
have never seen. In a surprise role reversal, NYC jour-
nalist Amy takes her father’s mantra that “monogamy is 
unrealistic” to heart. Drunk nights out and one night 
stands become the norm for Amy until she is forced 
to write an article on Dr. Aaron Conners. The plot is 
nothing surprising, but the crude and hysterical delivery 
make Trainwreck unique. Schumer and Hader both give 
honest and delightfully funny performances. The cam-
eos don’t hurt either, among which Lebron James, Tilda 
Swinton, Daniel Radcliffe, John Cena, and many more 
all appear, scoring lots of laughs. An absolutely hilarious 
film with more heart than you’d expect, Trainwreck earns 
its place at #9.
  Ant-Man shrinks in at #8 with an opening weekend of 
$57.2 Million and a domestic gross of $148.6 million. 
Though it may be a small movie by Marvel standards, 
Ant-man has big performances from Paul Rudd (Scott 
Lang), Michael Douglas (Hank Pym), and standout Mi-
chael Peña (Luis). Based on the Marvel comic book of 
the same name, Ant-man boils down to a comedic heist 
film, with some superheroes thrown in. To redeem him-
self to his ex-wife and (more importantly) his daughter, 
Scott Lang needs to get a job. Hank Pym, the original 
Ant-man from the 60’s, has one in mind. Pym passes 
the torch to Lang, giving him the title (and the suit) of 
Ant-man so he can pull off a near impossible heist and 
save their world. This film has been in the production 
pipeline since before Iron Man and had a few hiccups on 
its way to the big screen, mainly from the loss of director 
Edgar Wright. So while Ant-man may have some seams 
showing, it’s also quite a funny movie with top notch 

effects and lots of heart from its crew.
  Mission Impossible: Rogue Nation sneaks in at #7 
opening with $55.5 million and grossed $111 million in 
less than 2 weeks. Tom Cruise ups the ante once again in 
the newest installment of the MI franchise, even hanging 
off a plane in real life to get the best shot possible. In MI: 
Rogue Nation Ethan Hunt is of course deemed “rogue” 
by the government and the IMF is disbanded. But there 
is a problem; the “Syndicate” that Hunt was raving about 
is real. Hunt’s mission, should he choose to accept it (and 
he does), is to save the world from the Syndicate and re-
store the IMF to active duty. The ever growing cast seems 
to have found its sweet spot with supporting cast Jeremy 
Renner, Simon Pegg, Ving Rhames, and more. Gaining 
popularity and acclaim with each movie, Rogue Nation 
further cements the Mission Impossible franchise’s place 
in the action genre and earns it #7 in the countdown.
  At #6 we have Pitch Perfect 2 where the Barden Bellas 
are about to start their last year together, but the Bellas 
have a bit of a fashion mishap that jeopardizes everything 
they’ve worked to accomplish. With help from Bella Leg-
acy Emily, the Barden Bellas decide to redeem themselves 
by winning the worldwide acapella championship. Fac-
ing off against the Germans, the Bellas must reconnect 
with one another to give their best performances yet. 
This film has solid performances from Anna Kendrick 
and Rebel Wilson, whose breakout performance in the 
original earned her a bigger part in Pitch Perfect 2. With 
some great, and even original, music Pitch Perfect 2 is an 
acca-awesome movie that deserves its place at #6.
  With #5, Minions took the world, and facebook, by 
storm after their debut in Despicable Me. Opening with 
$115.7 million and $305.7 million gross (so far) it is 
the most financially successful movie in Universal’s an-
imated trilogy. The minions have finally found a home 
with Gru, but where did they come from? We see the 
origins of these little yellow buggers in Minions, and as 
always they are adorable. The minions can’t seem to find 
a proper master to serve, mainly because all of their old 
bosses didn’t make it. This film is the story of the familiar 
little guys on their way to find their place in the world. 
Though this film is the newest movie in the franchise 
it is not the most beloved. Critics claim Minion’s lack 
of purpose keeps it from reaching their expectations. So 
while Minions is still a fun film, it is stuck halfway at  #5.
  Racing in at #4 is Mad Max: Fury Road, starring Tom 
Hardy (Max) and Charlize Theron (Furiosa). The last 
movie in the franchise, Mad Max: Beyond Thunder-
dome, was released in 1985 and the original Mad Max in 
1979. Thirty years later we have Fury Road, with original 
Mad Max director George Miller returning. The premise 
for Fury Road is simple: post nuclear apocalypse, there 
are little resources left in the world. What resources are 
left are fought over by the survivors, and Max is one of 
them. Fury Road is simply a film about a man trying to 
get by in the mad world in which he lives. Tom Har-
dy has few lines throughout the film, but still gives an 
amazing performance. Yet Charlize Theron is arguably 
the real star of Fury Road as Furiosa. With great acting 
and action, Mad Max: Fury Road won the love of both 

the average viewer and the critics. The spectacular special 
effects don’t hurt either, parking Fury Road at #4 on the 
Summer blockbuster countdown.
  In the #3 spot Pixar presents yet another outstanding 
animated film with Inside Out. As you would expect 
with a film exploring human emotions, Inside Out goes 
into some pretty heavy topics while following the re-
cently upturned life of Riley (Kaitlyn Dias), a young girl 
whose life has been pretty happy so far. That’s thanks to 
Joy (Amy Poehler), one of the emotions in Riley’s head. 
Joy is joined by Sadness (Phyllis Smith), Fear (Bill Ha-
der), Anger (Lewis Black), and Disgust (Mindy Kaling). 
These four emotions help Riley to form memories and 
create her personality. Like most Pixar films Inside Out 
is beautifully animated and scored. It pulls on the heart-
strings, and has a great message. A Perfect film for kids 
and adults alike, Inside Out fits right in at #3. 
  Avengers: Age of Ultron hits #2 on the list with an 
opening weekend of $191.2 million and domestic gross 
of $457 million. With the first Avengers film breaking 
records and instantly becoming a classic superhero mov-
ie, its sequel had a lot to live up to. Avengers: AoU wastes 
no time having the Avengers now working together like 
a well oiled machine. That of course doesn’t last when 
Tony Stark and Bruce Banner create an Artificial In-
telligence named Ultron. A robot with the personality 
of Tony Stark doesn’t go as well as you’d hope and the 
Avengers must assemble once again to save the world. 
But this time it’s a mess they started. An action packed 
film from start to finish, AoU was a comic book come 
to life. Director Joss Whedon claims there are hours of 
film on the cutting room floor and that shows. But if 
you want an exciting superhero romp, Avengers: Age of 
Ultron is the film to see, earning it #2 on the list.
  Finally with an opening weekend of a whopping $208.8 
million, and $635.9 million domestic gross Jurassic 
World is the #1 movie of the summer. Universal’s Ju-
rassic World broke the bank and a couple records while 
they were at it. The roaring debut gave the film the titles 
of “highest-grossing weekend of all time” (both domesti-
cally and internationally), “fastest film to $200 million”, 
and Last but not least, Jurassic World now sits at the 
third highest grossing film of all time, behind Avatar and 
Titanic. Not bad for a sequel 12 years in the making. 
Jurassic World shows us that the park is open, and it’s 
actually running smoothly. Yet due to overexposure the 
dinosaurs have become uninteresting to guests. The park 
decides to create its own breed of dino, because the “don’t 
mess with nature” message didn’t get through the first 
few times. In this new park we find Owen (Chris Pratt), 
Claire (Bryce Dallas Howard), and her two nephews 
Zach and Gray, along with a recently escaped Indomi-
nus Rex. A lovely score and decent performances get this 
movie as far as it needs for the dinosaurs to hit it home. 
Because, to be honest, what people want from a Jurassic 
Park movie is great dinos. Jurassic World delivered, and 
so it brings this review to a close as #1 on the top ten 
Summer blockbusters list.

Photo courtesy of www.moviefone.com
Chris Pratt further solidifies his position as Hollywood’s leading male, portraying Owen Grady in the highly anticipated Jurassic Park spinoff. 
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September
Football: 
        Sept. 5 at 7pm vs Lakeland College

Men’s Soccer:
        Sept. 5 at 12pm vs Augsburg (MN) College

Men’s Soccer: 
        Sept. 6 at 1pm vs Saint John’s (MN) University

Men’s Soccer:
        Sept. 26 at 2:30pm vs St. Norbert College

October
Football:
        Oct. 3 at 12pm vs Lake Forest College

Men’s Swimming and Diving:
        Oct. 10 at 1pm vs Carroll University Alumni 
Meet

Men’s Swimming and Diving:
        Oct. 31 at 1 pm vs University of Wisonsin-
Oshkosh

September
Women’s Soccer:
        Sept. 16 at 7pm vs Marian University

Women’s Soccer:
        Sept. 23 at 1 pm vs Northland College

Women’s Soccer: 
        Sept. 26 at 12pm vs St. Norbert College

October
Women’s Swimming and Diving:
        Oct. 10 at 1pm vs Carroll University Alumni 
Meet

Women’s Swimming and Diving:
        Oct. 31 at 1 pm vs University of Wisonsin-
Oshkosh

September-October Home Games

Women’s Sports:
Basketball

Cross Country
Golf

Lacrosse 
Soccer
Softball

Swimming and Diving
Tennis

Track and Field
Volleyball

Men’s Sports
Baseball

Basketball
Cross Country 

Football
Golf 

Lacrosse
Soccer

Swimming and Diving
Tennis 

Track and Field
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